
Fire at HQ of TS Ambuscade NTC, Surrey 
 – Can you help? 
 
 
NTC    Like the Sea Cadets, the Nautical Training Corps (NTC) also has Training 
Ships.  There are 20 altogether and one of them is TS Ambuscade, named after the Type 21 
of course.  The Corps Patron is RAdm John Lippiett  XO AMB 82/83  (and CO AMA 86-
88.  You can find out more about them at http://www.ntc.org.uk  but the NTC is a registered 
charity based in the south of England and helping youngsters (age 7 – 18) to develop their full 
potential through nautically based training.  It offers a wide variety of activities like sailing, 
canoeing, sports, climbing, marching band and shooting:  cadets also take part in the Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award Scheme.   There are over 400 cadets and more than 100 officers, 
instructors and volunteers. 
 
The Fire   TS Ambuscade is based at Horley, Surrey, very small (under 20) but keen and 
enthusiastic.  John Lippiett and Peter Mosse (President AMB Association) have attended a 
number of NTC functions in the past usually at their HQ at the Community Hall in 
Horley.  Tragically in the early hours of Monday18 May someone apparently deliberately set 
fire to the Hall and it burnt to the ground taking with it almost all of TS Ambuscade’s 
equipment – pennants, bell, training aids, radios, tents, drums, belts, gaiters and sports 
equipment.  You can read more about it in a couple of online press articles at 
http://www.getsurrey.co.uk/news/surrey-news/horley-community-hall-cruelly-destroyed-
9279934 and 
http://www.surreymirror.co.uk/Community-group-s-devastated-Strawson-Hall-launch/story-
26582099-detail/story.html#ffKCoTxeo5ScOr6Q.01 

 
 Help    They are all of course devastated by what has happened and although they have got 
 another place to hold their parades and events, this is expensive to hire and they now have 
 little equipment left.  The Type 21 Club has already offered a generous donation to help them 
 get back on their feet but what they need above all is moral support and assistance.  So if 
 there are any T21 Club members living nearby, the annual NTC Founders Day parade is 
 taking place 1100 (next) Sunday 14th June at Preston Park, Brighton and TS Ambuscade 
 will be on parade with the other 20 Units.  It is not clear if the band will have enough 
 instruments to play yet but it would be an ideal place to make contact.  We know this is 
 extremely short notice, but if any Club members are in the area and can get there, John 
 Lippiett will be inspecting each unit and would be delighted to take any Club member over to 
 meet them, especially AMB!  He will be in uniform and you will be able to find him at the VIP 
 tent 
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